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LIBRARIANS
NAOMI FUKUDA
Assistant Head, Asia Library, University of Michigan
For almost four decades, Naomi Fukuda has been an eminent figure in East Asian
librarianship on both sides of the Pacific. Born in Tokyo in 1907, Miss Fukuda
graduated from the Tokyo Women's Christian College in 1929
Several years later,
she was awarded the Barber Scholarship for Oriental Women at the University of
Michigan, where she earned her B. A. in 1938 and B. A. L. S. in 1939. Upon
graduation, she was chosen as a Rockefeller "Fellow" for practical training
at the Library of Congress for 1939-1940, while she spent the summer months in
Ann Arbor attending the Library School summer sessions.
Returning to Japan in 1940, she worked for the Tokyo University Library and the
Rikkyo University Library. From 1942 to the end of*World War II, whe was a
reference librarian at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She worked for the U. S.
Army GHQ Library in Tokyo from 1945 to 1949, when she moved to the newly estab
lished national library of Japan, The National Diet Library. From 1953 to 1968,
she was the Head of the International House Library
In that capacity she built
up the Library as an intellectual "liaison office" for scholars doing research in
Japan by providing invaluable access to the Japanese scholarly community and
library resources. It was also during this period that she did so much for the
development of librarianship in Japan. She was the Chairperson of the Japan
project for the U. S. Field Seminar on Library Reference Services for Japanese
Librarians sponsored by the Rockefeller Foundation through the American Library
Association in 1959. She was responsible for the compilation of the standard
guide to Japanese reference books, Ninon no sankotosho (1st edition 1962, 2nd
edition 1965, English edition 1966). An active member of the Library Association
of Japan, she was in charge of the 1963 Education Seminar and the Committee on
University Library Buildings for 1963-65. She was also the compiler of a Union
Catalog of books on Japan in Western languages (1967) and a Bibliography of
translation, American literary works into Japanese, 1868-1967 (1968). With the
help of a Rockefeller grant, she conducted a survey of Japanese collections in
the United States in 1962. Two years later, at the invitation of the University
of California at Berkeley, she surveyed the social sciences holdings at their
East Asiatic Library.
After serving one year as the Curator of East Asian Collections at the University
of Maryland, Miss Fukuda returned to her Alma Mater in 1970. In Ann Arbor, she
has further developed the Japanese collection and taught the Japanese Bibliography
Course in the Department of Far Eastern Languages and Literatures. Stude/its,
faculty members, and library colleagues have benefitted greatly by her knowledge
and experience, which she generously shares with whoever has the good sense to
seek her wise counsel. Since the Asia Library is one of the most comprehensive
collections in North America, her contributions to the field of Japanese Studies
go far beyond the campus of the University.
Moving to the United States did not slacken
the pace of her professional
activities. Over the last several years, she has been a delegate to the
U. S.-Japan Bi-national Library Conference, a member of the Executive Committee
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of CEAL, and the Chairperson of the Subcommittee for Japanese materials. In
1974, she chaired a panel on research materials at the annual meeting of the
Association for Asian Studies, which was so well attended that the audience
spilled into the hallways.
Miss Fukuda will be retiring from her library duties towards the end of June.
She plans to stay in Ann Arbor to finish some of her projects and remain an
active member of CEAL.
(Weiying Wan)

ERNST WOLFF
Far Eastern Librarian, University of Illinois
Although distinguished in this country as an East Asian librarian and scholar of
Chinese literature, Ernst Wolff came to the field of librarianship only after
pursuing for many years a career in law and business in the Far East. Born in
Tientsin of German parents resident in China, Dr. Wolff received his primary and
secondary schooling partly in China and partly in Germany. At the German School
in Tientsin he began formal training in the Chinese language. Sent to Germany
to complete his secondary education, he entered Berlin University at the age of
18 as a student of law, but at the same time enrolled in the University's
Oriental Institute to continue his study of Chinese. In 1931 he received a
diploma in Chinese studies and in the following year passed his law examinations.
Dr. Wolff returned to China in 1933. On the basis of his legal studies in
Germany, he obtained a licence to practice law in China from the Nationalist
Government in Nanking. Shortly thereafter, he took up employment with the K'ai
Luan Mining Company at Tangshan, and then in Tientsin. Among his duties was
participation in the Company's Chinese language committee for teaching Chinese
to foreign employees. He also studied, and became proficient in, the Japanese
language. The term of his employment with the K'ai Luan Mining Company extended
through World War II, the Civil War period, and the Communist take-over in China.
In 1951 He left China for Hong Kong, and in the following year married
Li Kuei-ch'ing, a native of Peking. The couple then went to Japan, where Dr.
Wolff obtained commercial employment, and where two sons, Martin and Peter, were
born.
It was only after he immigrated with his family to the United States (Seattle) in
1959 that Dr. Wolff decided upon a library career. After serving for a time as
Secretary to the Sino-American Conference on Intellectual Cooperation, he enrolled
in the University of Washington School of Librarianship in 1960. While still
a student he worked full-time in the Far Eastern Library as Japanese bibliographer
and specialist. After obtaining the MLS degree in 1962, he pursued the study of
Chinese literature, in which he took a Doctorate from the Far Eastern and
Russian Institute of the University of Washington.
In 1965 Dr. Wolff accepted the position of Far Eastern Librarian at the University
of Illinois where, with the help of the Dean of Asian Studies, he succeeded in
developing the Library's East Asian collection, in the process travelling twice
to the Far East to purchase books. At Illinois he also taught a Chinese reading
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course for advanced students and a course in Chinese bibliography at the
University's Center for Asian Studies. At the same time he authored a book on
Chou Tso-jen (New York, Twayne Publishers, 1971), book reviews, and a number
of encyclopedia and journal articles on such topics as Far Eastern history
(Library Trends, 1967), Yuan drama (1970-71), and Hai Jui (1970), as well as a
translation from German into English of A. Rosthorn's "The Erh-ya and other
synonymicons" (1975). As a member of the editorial staff of the Bibliography
of Asian Studies he was responsible at different times for the sections on China
and the Far East.
After his retirement. Dr. Wolff and his family will stay on in Urbana. He plans
to continue his scholarly activities, which will include a study of Chu Tzu-ch'ing,
to be published in the Twayne series on Chinese writers, and a Manual of
Chinese Bibliography, to be published by Robert Irick.
(From a tribute by Frances D. Wang)

TSUEN-HSUIN TSIEN
Curator, Far Eastern Library, University of Chicago
After thirty-one years of distinguished service. Dr. T. H. Tsien is retiring this
summer from the Curatorship of the Far Eastern Library, University of Chicago.
This year also marks the fiftieth anniversary of his career in library service in
both China and this country.
Born in Taihsien, Kiangsu province. Dr. Tsien came from a family of scholars.
"There were scholars in his line and culture in his blood," writes Howard W.
Winger, Professor and former Dean of the Graduate Library School, University of
Chicago, in a poem dedicated to Dr. Tsien on the occasion of his retirement. He
entered the University of Nanking in 1928 and started his library career working
part-time in the Ginling College Library. In 1930 he was appointed Acting
Librarian. One year later, he returned to full-time study and graduated from
the University of Nanking in 1932 with a B. A. degree in history and minor in
library science. His course with Professor Liu Kuo-chlin at Nanking on the
History of the Chinese Book sparked an interest that he has carried with him to
the present.
After graduation. Dr. Tsien worked as Assistant Librarian at the National Chiaot'ung University Library in Shanghai under its director, Doo Ding-yu, one of
China's leaders in the modern Chinese library movement during the 1930*s. He was
also manager for two years of the China Library Service, an agency specializing
in publishing, periodical subscriptions, and library supplies and equipment. In
early 1937 Dr. Tsien joined the staff of the National Library of Peiping under
the direction of T. L. Yuan, where he became Librarian of the Engineering
Reference Library, which was a depository in Nanking of all the complete sets of
scientific and technical journals in foreign languages transferred from the
parent library in Peking before the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War. A few
months later he was transferred to the Library's Shanghai office, where he was
custodian of Chinese rare books moved from Peking. For ten years, he also worked
as editor and manager of both the Chinese and English editions of the Quarterly
Bulletin of Chinese Bibliography, and took charge of liaison between the National
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Library then in Kunming and Chungking and other libraries in America and Europe for
exchange of information and publications. Under extremely dangerous conditions,
he supervised the shipping in 1941 of some 30,000 volumes of Chinese rare books
to the Library of Congress for safe-keeping and microfilming; and for this he
later received a special service award from the Ministry of Education. In 1947
he was commissioned by the Chinese Government to go to Washington, D. C., to ship
these rare books back to China, but by that time communications in China had
broken down and the shipment was delayed.
Dr. Tsien joined the staff of the University of Chicago in the fall of 1947 as
an exchange librarian with the National Library of Peiping. He began to process
the Chinese collection started by Professor Herrlee G. Creel in 1937. The col
lection had grown over the intervening ten years to 120,000 volumes; and Dr. Tsien
almost single-handedly brought the entire collection under bibliographic control.
This paved the way for its expansion, including a Japanese collection, during the
last two decades. In 1949, he was promoted to Curator of the Far Eastern Library
and concurrently served as Professorial Lecturer in Chinese Literature in the
Department of Oriental Languages and Literatures. During this time he worked
full-time in the Library while teaching part-time in the Department, and studying
part-time in the Graduate Library School, from which he received both his M. A.
and Ph. D. degrees. He was promoted to Associate Professor in 1958 and has been
Professor of Chinese Literature in the Department of Far Eastern Languages and
Civilizations since 1964.
Over the past thirty-one years Dr. Tsien has built an outstanding Far Eastern
collection at Chicago. With holdings of over 330,000 volumes, it has many unique
items and covers subject areas that are not likely to be duplicated elsewhere.
Chauncy D. Harris, Vice-President for Academic Resources, University of Chicago
made the following remarks on the occasion of Dr. Tsien*s retirement:
"I wish to express both my great pleasure at having worked with you over the
years and official gratitude for the outstanding leadership which you have provided
for building up the Far Eastern Library of the University of Chicago. You have
played the key role in the transformation of a small collection on China into a
major national library on the Far East. You have also provided national leader
ship in coordination of efforts by Far Eastern librarians. You have happily
combined the roles of scholar and librarian. The Far Eastern field, the Library,
and the University have all been greatly enriched by your many contributions.
Your thirty years of devoted service leave behind a priceless heritage. I count
it as a-nigh privilege to have been associated with you over these years."
Like every true scholar. Dr. Tsien has made tremendous contributions to the world
of scholarship. He has published over fifty articles, books, and reviews in
Chinese and English, many of which have been translated into Japanese and other
languages. His works on the history of the book, paper, and printing in China
have shed much light on our understanding of these great contributions to world
civilization. His book. Written on Bamboo and Silk: The Beginnings of Chinese
Books and Inscriptions, published by the University of Chicago Press in 1962,
has since gone through three impressions. A revised Chinese edition, entitled
Chung-kuo ku tai shu shih, was published by the Chinese University of Hong Kong
in 1975, and a Japanese edition, translated by Professor Akira Utsugi of the
Tokyo Bunko, will soon be published by the Hosei University Press, Tokyo. He
has also published a number of articles on the origin and development of papermaking and printing in China, including one in a special issue for the International
Book Year of the UNESCO Courier, published in 1972 in 14 different languages.
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The topic of East-West cultural relations is another area of Dr. Tsien's interest.
He wrote his master's thesis on the "Western Impact on China Through Translation,"
a resume of which was published in the Far Eastern Quarterly in 1954. His
research on the first Chinese-American exchange of publications in 1869, published
in the Harvard Journal for Asian Studies in 1964/65, not only has traced the
origin of the Orientalia Collection at the Library of Congress, but also signaled
a centenary celebration by the two countries in 1969.
Dr. Tsien is also credited for his pioneer introduction of area studies into
American librarianship. He was co-director of the 30th Annual Conference of the
Graduate Library School, University of Chicago, in 1965 on Area Studies and
the Library, the proceedings of which were published by the University of Chicago
Press in 1966. This was the first time that studies of Asia, Africa, the Middle
East, Latin America, and the Soviet Union and their impact on traditional Western
librarianship were formally discussed between scholars and librarians, drawing
the attention of library administrators and educators. Dr. Tsien has also pub
lished a large body of articles on East Asian librarianship, bibliography, and
historiography. His recent work, China: An Annotated Bibliography of Bibliog
raphies, has just been published by G. K. Hall & Co., Boston. Another book.
Ancient China: Studies in Early Civilization, co-edited with David T. Roy, will
soon be published by the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
As a teacher. Dr. Tsien has guided many students through their programs in East
Asian studies since he first joined the faculty at Chicago in 1949. His courses
on Chinese Bibliography and Historiography have been very popular among graduate
students, whose dissertation topics were often developed in his classes through
systematic searching of source materials for scholarly research. Since 1964
Dr. Tsien has directed the Joint Program on Far Eastern Librarianship between the
Graduate Library School and the Department of Far Eastern Languages and Civiliza
tions at the University of Chicago. In some 15 years, more than 30 students have
graduated under this program and are serving in various positions in East Asian
collections in America and elsewhere. In 1969 Dr. Tsien directed a summer
Institute of Far Eastern Librarianship sponsored by the u. S. Office of Education
in which 30 in-service librarians and students in East Asian studies participated.
Over the past thirty years. Dr. Tsien has also lectured at Columbia. University,
Indiana University, the University of Minnesota, Ohio State University, the
University of Pittsburgh, and the University of Wisconsin. He was Visiting
Professor in Asian Studies at the University of Hawaii in the summer of 1959.
As a librarian. Dr. Tsien has not only built a first-rate East Asian collection
at Chicago, but has made outstanding contributions to East Asian Librarianship as
a whole, especially to the development of the Committee on East Asian Libraries
(CEAL), which acquired its present name under his Chairmanship from 1966-68. He
also served as its Executive Member (1971-74), Chairman of its Subcommittee for
Liaison with Chinese Libraries (1968-73), and Subcommittee on Resources and Devel
opment since 1974. His frequent surveys of East Asian collections in American
libraries carefully documented the history and development of all East Asian
collections between 1869 and 1975. They have been extensively used by library
administrations and funding agencies in planning and support of East Asian
libraries. In recognition of his contributions, Dr. Tsien was cited for a
Distinguished Service Award by CEAL at the AAS Annual Congerence in March, 1978.
Moreover, Dr. Tsien served as a member of the China and Inner Asia Council when
it was first organized by the Association for Asian Studies (1970-72); Executive
Member of the Asian and African Section, Association of College and Research
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Libraries (1970-73); Member of the Advisory Board, International Association of
Oriental Libraries (1968-72); Advisor to the National Central Library since 1970;
Advisor to the Government/Academic Interface Committee on International Education,
Task Force on Library and Information Resources, American Council of Education
(1974); Consultant to the Pahlavi National Library of Iran (1975); and Member of
the ACLS-SSRO Task Force on (Chinese) Libraries and Research Materials since 1974.
He also serves as representative to CEAL from the Association of College and
Research Libraries.
For over a quarter of a century. Dr. T. H. Tsien has given the University of
Chicago and other East Asian collections the most distinguished and admirable
service and leadership. He has given the library profession fifty years of
devoted service. He combines the rare qualities and abilities of a scholar,
teacher, librarian, administrator all in one—qualities that have seldom been
matched. He will be missed. It is heartening to note, however, that Dr. Tsien
retires only from his administrative duties at the Far Eastern Library. His
wise counsel will still be available for a long time to come as he will remain
on the faculty of both the Graduate Library School and the Department of Far
Eastern Languages and Civilizations of the University of Chicago. He will
concentrate his current research on "Paper and Printing in Chinese Civilizations,"
supported by grants from the National Science Foundation and the National Endow
ment for the Humanities
to be published as part of Science and Civilization in
China by Joseph Needhaxn of Cambridge University. Dr. Tsien also plans to
complete some of his on-going bibliographical projects, which include, to name
a few, a Manual for Chinese Bibliography, A Guide to Reference and Source
Materials for Chinese Studies, and A Glossary of Terminologies in Chinese Bibli
ography.
(James K. M. Cheng)

DR. A. KAIMING CHIU, the late librarian of the Harvard-Yenching Library, was
honored at a memorial service held on May 11, 1978, at the Memorial Church at
Harvard University. The Service was conducted by the Reverend Peter J. Gomes,
Minister in the Memorial Church and Plummer Professor of Christian Morals.
Paying tribute to Dr. Chiu were Professor John K. Fairbank , Professor John C.
Pelzel, past Director of the Harvard-Yenching Institute, and Professor Douglas
W. Bryant, Director of the Harvard University Library. A reception was held at
the Harvard Faculty Club following the service. A named book fund has been
established at the Harvard-Yenching Library in Dr. Chiu's memory.
(Eugene Wu)
THOMAS C. KUO, Head of the East Asian Library and Associate Professor of
Bibliography, University of Pittsburgh, has been selected as a 1978-79
Fulbright Fellow. Beginning in August, Dr. Kuo will take one year sabbatical
leave to carry on a research project in the Far East.
(Laila W. Jamison)
ROBERT SEWELL, Japanese Bibliographer of the Far Eastern Library, University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, returned from several months in Japan as a Japan
Foundation Professional Fellow. In addition to conducting research in Japanese
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literature as a Visiting Foreign Scholar affiliated with the Comparative Literature
Department of Tokyo University, he received training in pr.»-modern Japanese bibli
ography in the Rare Book and Reference and Bibliography Divisions of the National
Diet Library, and co-authored a paper for the National Micrographics Association
of America entitled, "A Project for the Publication of Japanese Government Docu
ments in Microfiche." Among the libraries he was able to visit in Tokyo were the
various libraries of Tokyo University, the Cabinet Library (Naikoku Bunko) in
the National Archives, the International House of Japan Library, and the Japan
Foundation Library; he also visited the Yomei Bunko in Kyoto and Tenri University
Library in Tenri.
T. H. TSIEN has received a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities
for his second year research in "Paper and Printing in Chinese Civilization," the
first year of which was supported by the National Science Foundation. His
bibliography project, China: An Annotated Bibliography of Bibliographies, which
includes over 2,500 entries in all languages and is in collaboration with James
K. M. Cheng, will be published by G. K. Hall & Co. (xxii, 604 pp., $45.00) in
June, 1978. He is also a co-editor of Ancient China: Studies in Early Civiliza
tion, which will soon be published by the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
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